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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 042449 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, BE 

SUBJECT: F- 104 REPLACEMENT 

1. VAN DE KERCKHOVE IN HIS PREPARED STATEMENT AT BEGINNING 
OF DISCUSSIONS WITH CONSORTIUM GROUP THIS MORNING SAID THAT 
GOB IS ANXIOUS TO DECIDE ON F-104 REPLACEMENT BY THE END OF 
MARCH FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LIGHT EMBASSY CAN SHED ON SIGNIFI- 
CANCE OR REASONS FOR THIS STATEMENT. KISSINGER 
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